, Bangladesh (Begum et al. 2006) , 69 Thailand (Oanh et al. 2006; Oanh and Zhang 2004/06), 70 Philippines (Cassidy et al. 2007; Oanh et al. 2006 ), Malaysia 71 (Omar et al. 2007 ), Korea (Pandey et al. 2008 ), Vietnam 72 (Oanh et al. 2006) , Indonesia (Oanh et al. 2006) , and China (Shaheen et al. 2005a ). An investiga- 
Q1
) reported
318
PM concentrations in four cities and concluded that levels (<2.5, 2.5-10, 10-100, and >100μm) was reported by Shah et 328 al. (2004a Shah et 328 al. ( ,b, 2006b . In all the studies, they found the highest 329 volume % fraction (more than 50%) was in the 10-100-μm found similar results to those of Shah et al. (2004a Shah et al. ( ,b, 2006 . (monsoon, winter, spring, summer) during the period.
345
The survey was carried out in six major urban cities: As shown in Table 2 
that concentrations are generally higher in Pakistani 409 cities. Gurjar et al. (2008) (Hashmi et al. 2005a ).
444
In another study, Hashmi et al. (2005b) respectively (Hashmi et al. 2005a,b could be due to differences in sampling sites. In another 517 study in Karachi at 13 sites by Ghauri et al. (1992a Ghauri et al. ( , 1994 518 CO was in the range 10.4-11.5 mg/m 3 . According to the 
reported that the mean concentration at a rural site was studied during these studies are summarized in Table 3,   714 while It is evident from the data in Table 3 
CO, NO X , O 3 , TSP
Trace metals Industrial Sep. 1989-Jan.1998 
PAHC -Road dust/soil Smith et al. (1996) PAH, EC, OC, Metals 
Asian countries and proposed the guidelines for Pakistan. given in Table 5 .
770
Safeguarding public health should be the main consid- These values are derived from the 48-h mean during four cycles (winter, summer, monsoon, spring) of measurements in all these cities by Ghauri et al. (2007) a These values were reported by Ghauri et al. (2007) and were higher by a factor of more than 10 in comparison with other reported studies carried out in Islamabad and other cities t5.1 Table 5 Comparison of draft National Air Quality Standards for Pakistan with WHO air quality guidelines dirty 'waste' fuels (e.g., old tires, wood, and textile waste).
803
The current state of affairs calls for urgent action to Q1. Waheed (2006) and Ghauri et al. (2008) were cited in the text but were not found in the reference list. Please provide the necessary information. Q2. Reference Pak-EPA (2007) was not cited in the text. Please provide a citation or, alternatively, delete it from the reference list.
